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Members’ Day June 5 th  2010                                                               Jan Miller 
 
Professor Chris Thomas was our speaker at this year’s members’ day on 5th 
June.He gave his talk the title ‘ The Great Orme – Britain’s best site for 
butterflies?’ and started by showing photos of Victorian postcards of this popular 
tourist site when it was more heavily grazed. He said many different habitats were 
represented on the Orme – it could be almost Mediterranean on the south-facing 
side while like Scotland on the north. 
Many species that are special to the Great Orme appeared after the last Ice Age 
(about 10,000 years ago). Species that lived in open habitats spread, but before 
human impact there were relatively few open bits of landscape. However, the 
Orme with its steep bare limestone cliffs meant there were places for specialised 
vegetation. Also about 4,000 years ago this area became an important industrial 
site – with copper and lead mines and stone-axe factory and other resources all 
close by. There was trading all over Europe by sea to and from this area. Some 
unique species may date from this period; but the DNA testing is not quite 
advanced enough to tell us all about this yet. 



 

2 
  

Plants like Hoary Rock Rose Helianthemum oelandicum and Veronica spicata 
that are now special to the Orme, were once more widespread over the country. 
The Silver-studded Blue(SSB) butterfly on the Orme is a unique race named 
‘caernensis’, which feeds on Rock Rose and in which both sexes are blue. Other 
European  SSBs often eat a number of different Leguminosae, can live in various 
habitats and do well when translocated, so carnensis is very interesting 
ecologically. Chris has experimented on late summer individuals and found that 
exposure to long daylight hours allows them to develop continuously. This shows 
they have the potential to develop into a bi-voltine (double-brooded) species.  
 
Chris has also studied their special relationship with the ant Lasius niger and 
Lasius alienus; mainly the latter on the Orme. He has found the ants just drop the 
first instar larvae inside the nest – not into the actual brood chambers as does the 
Large Blue. Maybe the SSB larvae eat roots inside the ant hill rather than the ant  
grubs. The SSB larva has tentacular organs that inflate and pop out like small 
rubber gloves.They are  are close to the end of the abdomen (8th abdominal 
segment) and they may produce a pheromone that sends the ants into a frenzy. 
Roger Dennis studied SSB on the Orme in the 1970s before Chris, who re-
surveyed in the 1980s. They form an isolated population, mainly on the south-
west facing cliff side and have moved a round quite a lot, although they have not 
dispersed over long distances.  
 
Climate change has had a noticeable impact on many insects like the Comma, 
which has spread greatly in the 20th century, and the Long-winged Conehead, 
which is a very mobile organism. On average the northern boundaries of many 
insects/ invertebrates have moved 25 to 75 Km in 25 years. This translates to 
25cm per hour and 5metres per day! But the SSB has not managed to do this at 
all. Its distribution has stayed largely the same since the 1970s because of its 
very low dispersal ability plus its special habitat needs. However, global warming 
may mean that Lasius niger will get established in upland areas, so SSB could 
become a widespread species on upland heaths. 
 
Another special species on the Orme are the Grayling thyone race (its distinction 
from the usual type being its smaller size ) and the moths Cistus Forester, Silky 
Wave and the Horehound Plume moth. On the little Orme there is a Grayling 
similar to the thyone type but mixed with the normal race – maybe because the 
Grayling is a stronger flier there is more inter-breeding.  
 
When other creatures become isolated they tend to lose their ability to fly, though 
this doesn’t happen so much with butterflies. Mark-release-capture studies have 
shown that the SSB and the Horehound Plume Pterophorus spilodactylus moth 
move less than 50metres from where they are marked. The White Horehound 
plant has become a pest in some parts of Australia and the Horehound Plume 
moth has been introduced to control it. 
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The Brown Argus is another very interesting species here because it is right at the 
junction of its univoltine (artaxerxes) and bivoltine (agestis) forms. Mitochondrial 
DNA (which only comes from the mother) shows that some have one form but 
others have a mixture of both. The univoltine form flies from June onwards and 
tends to live at higher altitude; the bivoltine form flies at a slightly different period. 
Both forms live in North Wales, but the bivoltine form lives on the Orme because it 
is hotter there. 

 
Pterophorus spilodactylus Illija Vukomanovic 

 
After lunch Chris guided members on a field visit to the west shore where we saw 
not only aduts but also how to find the pupae.  
References; Wilson R.J. et al 202 Ecology 83: 335—3368 

 
Mother Shipton see page 17 
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Some Results from Ten Years of Transect Walking        Andrew Graham                                     
 
With considerable help and encouragement from Butterfly Conservation staff, I 
set up a butterfly transect1 on my farm, near Bala, early in 2001. My motivation 
then was mainly that it seemed a fun thing to do although I was also aware that 
the results would contribute in a small way to the UKBMS (UK Butterfly Monitoring 
Scheme). I probably did not give much thought to the usefulness of the data for 
any other purposes and I obviously had no idea what trends might show up in the 
future. However, now, after ten years of walking the same transect, some 
interesting patterns have emerged, and these form the subject of this short article. 
 
Firstly, it is necessary to explain that the transect is split into eight sections, as 
follows. 
 
Sections 1,3,5,6 & 7:  sheep-grazed fields characterised by short turf with weeds 
such as thistles, nettles and dock and also with rushes in the wetter areas. 
 
Section 2:  flower-rich meadow which is ungrazed from May to October inclusive. 
 
Section 4:  unmanaged land around the margins of a lake. 
 
Section 8:  somewhat different with rougher vegetation such as Molinia, heather, 
bilberry and bracken 
 
The farm is subject to an agri-environment scheme agreement (Tir Gofal) which 
imposes strict management conditions for sections 1,3,5,6 & 7. However, sections 
2 & 4 are managed principally for wildlife. Section 8 lies within the Dduallt - Arenig 
- Migneint SSSI /SAC /SPA. 
 
The chart opposite (figure 1) shows the total numbers of butterflies and day-flying 
moths counted on each section over ten years.  As can be seen, sections 2 & 4 
have been hugely more productive than the other sections. 
Since the transect sections are all of different lengths, a fairer comparison can be 
made by dividing by section length to give a figure for numbers counted (in ten 
years) per metre walked. When this is done the chart changes slightly, as shown 
in figure 2. 
Section 4 (unmanaged) is clearly the best for butterflies whilst Section 2 (winter 
grazing only) comes second. Section 8 (moorland biotope) is third and the five 
sections subject to the agri-environment management all trail dismally. 
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Figure 1. Total numbers of butterflies and day-flyi ng moths counted in ten 

years by section number 
The conclusions seem clear enough: sheep-grazed farmland, even when subject 
to agri-environment management, is largely unsuitable for butterflies. The only 
species to actually breed in this habitat are Green-veined White in wet areas, 
various Vanessids on nettle patches and sometimes Painted Ladies on the 
thistles. All other species recorded on these sheep-grazed sections were probably 
simply passing through. 

 

 
Figure 2. Total numbers of butterflies and day-flyi ng moths counted per 

metre in ten years by section number 
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Interestingly, the winter-grazed flower meadow is poorer than the ungrazed area 
by the lake. This is probably due to the fact that certain butterfly species, such as 
Small Skipper, are vulnerable to winter grazing. The flower meadow provides 
abundant nectar for butterflies during the summer months and, indeed, is 
colonised by skippers every year, but few larvae seem to survive the removal of 
vegetation by sheep over the winter months. 
 
All of this may seem rather obvious but there is a big difference between making 
assertions backed up by hard data as opposed to similar assertions without any 
such evidence. 
 
There are a few points to add. First, we know that many butterflies depend upon 
transitional habitats, i.e. areas that are on the way to becoming something else - 
generally woodland. By definition, such areas are only suitable for a limited period 
of time and, in fact, much conservation effort goes into prolonging this period of 
time by actions such as scrub removal. My transect section 4 falls into this 
category and will eventually become unsuitable unless the successional clock is 
reset. 
 
A second consideration is that Lepidoptera may not be the only conservation 
interest. In this case, the flower meadow has many interesting plants, for example 
1,759 Greater Butterfly Orchids were counted  in 2010, and many of these plants 
would be lost if all management was abandoned. Even the other sections are not 
without conservation interest as the fields support a surprising variety of 
grassland fungi, including 35 species of waxcaps. If the fields were managed (or 
not managed) for the benefit of Lepidoptera then it would be at the expense of 
losing the fungi. 
 
Other interesting results from the transect include the trends for individual species 
of butterfly. Most have been fairly stable but a few have shown quite dramatic 
changes over the ten years, as exemplified by figure 3. This illustrates the steep 
decline of the Meadow Brown in recent years as compared to the rise in fortunes 
of the Ringlet. These trends have been widely commented on elsewhere so one 
can conclude that the results shown here reflect some general, country-wide, 
trend rather than anything to do with local management. 
 
In a similar vein, the Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell have both declined recently 
(although the latter seems to have staged a remarkable recovery in late 2010). 
The Orange-tip, like the Ringlet, has shown a significant increase in numbers. 
(Charts not shown). 
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Figure 3. Meadow Brown and Ringlet indices with lin ear trend lines 
 
Painted Lady years are very obvious when browsing the transect charts. We all 
remember last year, 2009, as being an exceptional year for this butterfly but my 
transect data shows that 2003 was even better – locally at least.   

 
Figure 4. Painted Lady index (all sections) 
I hope that the points discussed briefly above go a little way to illustrating how 
interesting and useful a butterfly transect can be. Naturally, other North Wales 
transects are equally interesting and informative both generally and to those 
responsible for managing the land areas concerned. 
 As already mentioned, all transect data is forwarded to UKBMS and contributes 
to the calculation of an overall UK index for each species.  
Anyone interested in setting up a new butterfly transect can obtain further 
information from the UKBMS website:  www.ukbms.org or from BC Wales in 
Swansea or from myself (as Transect Co-ordinator for Gwynedd and Anglesey-
see back page for address details). 
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Butterfly Records from North East Wales   Arthur Ce dric Hayes 

 
Generally speaking, we in Great Britain are not blessed in terms of our butterflies. 
 
Both numbers of species, and, in the main, numbers of individuals within species, 
are low. I have recently spoken with people who have been on both bird and 
butterfly safaris to parts of Eastern Europe (our own continent, not some distant 
and exotic place), specifically of late, to Bulgaria and Hungary.Wow!-does that 
sum it up? 
 
There are three reasons for there being  so many bird and butterfly species : low- 
intensity farming, little industrialisation, and the overlap of diverse habitats. This 
will probably change so get out there while you can. At home, in the North West 
and North Wales, there is a lot to see. Some work and determination, however, 
are needed. 
 
Some years ago, I was keen to see Grayling, a fast flying and charismatic 
butterfly with only a short flying period. At that time, in spite of some effort, I had 
failed to find it. I was told, and information of this kind is invaluable to a relative 
beginner, to look on an old industrial site in North Wales during August. Success! 
I saw perhaps twenty or so individuals flying at speed, suddenly landing and 
‘disappearing’, wonderfully camoflaged, investigating and pursuing any small 
flying object,  then settling again or flying to nearby buddleia . At one point, two or 
three settled on my anorak and then on to the palm of my hand! Good views, you 
could say. 
 
On the same site, in a good spell of weather it is possible to see, occasionally in 
abundance, Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, various Whites (including Green- 
veined), Gatekeeper and in some years Painted Lady, Clouded Yellow (rarely), 
often Small Heath and, in season, Meadow Brown. Also in season one can see 
the Common Blue, fluttering low near its food plant, bird’s foot trefoil, and then 
roosting in late afternoon, head down on reeds, several per stalk. All this on one 
site! Enough to please a new enthusiast. 
 
On the Great Orme are two butterflies to excite and attract any enthusiast.The 
Silver-studded Blue is  a distinct sub-species and is smaller than the mainland 
species and generally emerges three or four weeks earlier in June/early July. The 
second attraction is the Brown Argus, rarely seen in any location outside its 
strongholds in the south of England, but it is still in reasonable numbers on the 
Great Orme in August and early September.However, this pretty little creature 
lives in very small colonies and rarely moves more than a few hundred yards from 
its birth-place. Both male and female closely resemble the female Common Blue 
(which is brown with orange marks around the wing edges). The Brown Argus is 
also attracted to limestone cliffs and downland- look on the  dry grassland on the 
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Great Orme, and also for the food-plants: rock rose and cranesbill, always good 
pointers. 
If you get reasonable views of these two latter species, it will be to your credit and 
satisfaction! 
 
There is, of course, much more, and many butterfly watchers will be better 
positioned to give advice on where to look, and what to look for. On the Wirral 
(almost Wales) Wirral Country Park is easily accessible and there are colonies of 
Purple and White-letter Hairstreak. Both species spend most of their time in the 
canopies of oak, elm and ash and are notoriously hard to see. However, from the 
car- park, I have seen them, pointed out to me by an aquaintance, a very good 
amateur naturalist, (and a Welshman, which rather validates this report!) Be 
patient and persistent with these two. 
 
And, gracious me, I almost forgot the truly wonderful colony of Dark Green 
Fritillaries on the dunes at Gronant. Many, many, in season . Go next year, you 
absolutely must! 
 
 

 
Wynn Gardens-Iolo Williams being presented with Gardening for Butterflies by 
Jan Miller 
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‘Gardening for Butterflies, Bees and other benefici al insects’  ISBN 978-0-
9555288-0-4 is  just published. It has already had many good reviews, including 
Jonathan Porritt, Bob Flowerdew, Dusty Gedge and others. �
 
 Much public interest has been generated by the die-out problem with bees and 
the knock-on effect on pollination of our food crops.�
This books shows ordinary gardeners, new and experienced, how to grow the 
best plants to encourage butterflies and bees as well as insect predators like 
ladybirds and lacewings to eat their vegetable pests. It aims to get more people 
interested in the importance of  insects and this in turn of course helps to feed 
dwindling birds, bats, amphibians and other wildlife. �
 �
The book has been ten years in the writing by Jan Miller who has been working 
with Butterfly Conservation, the Wildlife Trusts,Buglife and local County Councils 
to encourage biodiversity in public as well as private gardens. Her garden designs 
have won gold medals in Britain in Bloom, Wales in Bloom and the Snowdonia 
Wildlife Gardening competitions over the last four years.�
The book includes a simple to follow gazetteer of all the best plants with large 
colour photos and common names as well as botanical names.�
It also has diagrams and photos to help you identify the different butterflies, 
caterpillars,  bumblebees, ladybirds and beetles that the reader and their children 
or grandchildren may see in their gardens.�
There are many plans to follow to make  small raised bed, green roof or larger 
garden borders and even containers that will attract butterflies, bees and other 
insects useful to gardeners. It includes advice on planting school wildlife gardens 
including a wildlife wall or tower for mini-beast hunts and ponds for dragonflies. 
10% of profits from sales will go to Butterfly Conservation. 

 
Autumn Mothing                                                                              Sam Costa 
 
Left home about half past six. The wind blowing a gale just then, battering the 
trees like they were toys. Brian soon arrived and John turned up, as well as 
everyone else. By now the wind had nearly stopped and the forest of Lletywalter 
was calm again. I was the only child there, usually there are another couple but 
they were tied up with  homework. 
First we put up the big white sheet, with a powerful light to attract the moths. We 
then put another few traps up. I remember the first moth very well, a Common 
Marbled Carpet, it turned out we would get over twenty of them (27 to be exact). It 
drove me insane, catching one and it turning out to be nothing but a Common 
Marbled Carpet, this happened lots and lots of times. 
One of my favourite parts of the entire night was being the first to catch one of my 
favourite moths, the Brimstone moth, with a lovely yellow back,which looks green 
under the MV light, and snippets of brown here and there. I caught it hovering 
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about one of the traps when I went to have a look. You would not believe how 
many times I caught it and let it go. So after about five minutes of failure the wind 
began roaring wildly which made me more determined not to go back to the 
others empty handed. So at last, after a few more near misses I finally had it 
trapped between my cupped hands and it was fluttering inside. Of course by the 
time I got back they’d caught (or rather it landed on the big white sheet) 
something beautiful too. Nothing rare but a Merveille du Jour, a very pretty green 
moth with black and white markings on its wings. 
My favourite part of the whole experience is always going to open the big trap at 
the end of the night to see what was there. It turned out there were all sorts of 
things, from plain Chestnuts to a lovely Autumnal Rustic. Opening them is a bit 
like a lucky dip, you never know what you might find. It could be moths never 
before seen in the area, on the other hand it could be the most common things in 
the area. You just never know. That’s what makes it exciting. 
Next morning I was still asleep when I got to Lletywalter, well nearly. We’d left two 
small traps over night. They didn’t disappoint, we had lots in there including a 
Pine Carpet and a really nice Mottled Umber. In the end we had over twenty 
different species, a good haul for the time of year so I’m told. 
I can’t wait to do it again. 
�

 
 

Brimstone moth 
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Two wonderful experiences                                                          Brian Roberts 

 
Sue and I have found that the co-operation and help we have received from 
Butterfly Conservation Members in this country to both see and photograph 
butterfly species has been wonderful. Recently, we have had two wonderful 
experiences thanks due to a Member in Cambridgeshire 
 
We had planned to spend a few days in the beautiful city of Cambridge but before 
going we consulted the Cambridgeshire and Essex Butterfly Conservation 
website and found that one of the species we wanted to see had been seen a few 
days before near Huntingdon. We made a note of the details and visited the site 
(Monks Wood NNR) taking the butterfly walk within the wood, but had no luck.  
 
However, providence intervened when a gentleman with binoculars and camera 
arrived at the site as we were having lunch. I spoke to him and quickly found that 
he had seen the species concerned and had photographed it at close quarters. 
He indicted where it could be seen which did not involve the butterfly walk. When 
we arrived at the forest ride he had indicated we saw two people photographing at 
the edge of the path. They were indeed looking at the species we wanted to see- 
BLACK HAIRSTREAK- and we were shortly looking at 10 of them and got some 
good photographs.  

 

                       
Black Hairstreak seen at Monk’s Wood 12.06.2010 

Please email me at brian007_014@fsmail.net  if you would like directions to this 
excellent site. 
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Our second experience came out of the first one at Monks Wood: the 
gentleman who was photographing the Black Hairstreaks was the person who 
had posted the sighting on the Cambridgeshire BC Website (Paul Rigby). He 
asked us if there were any other species we wished to see and we mentioned 
one in particular and he said that there was a site where this butterfly comes 
down to the ground a week or so after first emerging. We were very interested 
and a few weeks later we booked a visit to the roundabout capital of the UK, 
Milton Keynes, and whilst there we visited Bletchley Park, where the Enigma 
Machine helped code breakers read German messages in World War 2: the 
museum is terrific and very well worth a visit as there is so much to see. 

So to the butterfly: Paul had given us very precise instructions as to where to park 
and also which forest ride to go down to see the butterfly.We searched for one 
and half hours, but saw no sign of it.However, there were compensations: more 
White Admirals than I have ever seen and well over 30 Purple and White Letter 
Hairstreaks and lots of Ringlets. As we were walking back to the car to have lunch 
we saw several people looking down on the path. When we arrived there we saw 
that it was a male Purple Emperor in all its glory: the butterfly was so co-operative 
it allowed close photography and the picture below is of the Emperor that alighted 
on a scooter that belonged to one of the observers. We watched it for about 
twenty minutes until it flew into a nearby tree, where it still gave good views. A 
wonderful experience to see a difficult species so close and one which we have 
only previously seen flying high in oak trees at Bookham Common in Surrey. The 
final highlight was a second Purple Emperor near our car-altogether a wonderful 
morning, thanks to the invaluable help of Paul. 

 
Purple Emperor 
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 A Good Year for Fritillaries in Harlech                                  Helen Bantock 
 
The sunny spring days of  2010 appear to have favoured the three fritillary 
species found in and around Harlech.Their dark colouration allows the larvae to 
absorb heat from the sun even if the ambient air temperature is quite low and this 
affects their growth rate.This has particular significance for the Marsh Fritillary, of 
which more later. 
 
I found a garden in the Nantcol valley with  a wild  blue geranium bush, Geranium 
pratense, which was covered in Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries in early 
June.SPB fritillaries were very abundant on local farms and the transect at Benar 
had second brood individuals in late August. Dark Green Fritillaries were seen in 
very good numbers on Harlech beach at the end of June, nectaring on sea 
rocket,Cakile maritima. 
 
Increased numbers of Marsh Fritillaries were seen in the flight period compared 
with recent years.Fifty three butterflies were counted in 35 minutes on 25.05.2010 
at Cerrig y gwaenydd  in an area of 1.2 hectares. On the Harlech NNR the day 
before this there were 105 Marsh Fritillaries seen in a similar area in 30 minutes. 
There were twenty fold increases in the web counts at both sites, going from 2 
webs in late autumn 2009 at Cyg to 43 in late August this year. On the NNR, the 
web count went from 19 in 2009 to over 500. The count in 2010 did cover a much 
larger area than in 2009, when only about 1.2 hectares of the best habitat were 
searched.  
 
In the summer, the larvae of the Marsh Fritillary live communally in webs on 
devil’s bit scabious, Succisa pratensis, and move from one plant to another : by 
mid August this year most current webs had about four empty webs nearbye. 
Searching these empty webs on the NNR, I found Cotesia bignellii cocoons.This 
little wasp is a specific parasitoid of the Marsh Fritillary and has three generations 
during the  butterfly’s lifetime. The timing of the parasitoid emergence is crucial so 
that it is able to maximise its effects on the host. In cold, sunny springs, the 
butterfly larvae mature more rapidly than the parasitoid and thus evade predation. 
However,in damp, warmer springs, the development of both species is better 
suynchronised and the parasitoid is better able to exploit its host. Thus, if we have 
a wetter, warmer late winter and spring in 2010/1011, the Marsh Fritillary 
population will be more adversely affected by the parasitoid and it will be 
interesting to look at the results next year.  
 
There are other insects which can predate the larvae, such as Picromerus bidens, 
a large and distinctive predatory shieldbug, which has unmistakeable thorn-like 
projections on the front of the pronotum. This species usually overwinters as an 
egg and less frequently as a larva, becoming adult by July/August. It preys on 
many different species. 
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The small white cocoons of Cotesia bignellii within an old web made from Succisa 

leaves 

 
Cotesia bignellii(female) is only a few mm in length 
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Picromerus bidens (image by Tristan Bantock) with a birch sawfly larva 

 
Probably the main factor affecting the Marsh Fritillary’s survival  is the condition of 
the habitat. In the past, when farming was less intensive, patches of vegetation 
with optimal sward height would have been present in adjacent fields, so that 
temporary over or undergrazing in one area would not matter as the butterflies 
could move to a nearby more favourable field.Now it is necessary to monitor the 
habitat condition and adjust the grazing accordingly. For example, the dry spring 
weather this year led to reduced  growth of grassland vegetation and the grazing 
on the NNR was adjusted to take account of this. 

 
Who was Mother Shipton?                                                                   Jan Miller                             

 

I often wondered why the moth was called this. The apparent picture on the wing 
of Callistege mi  (also known as Euclidia mi)  like an old hag’s face, was pointed 
out to me, but I didn’t know who it was named after until I came across a little 
book this summer while sorting out my parents’ house. It seems she was born a 
deformed girl named Ursula in Knaresborough, Yorkshire in 1488;  ‘The 
prodigious Physiognomy of the Child; great goggling eyes, very sharp and fiery, a 
Nose of unproportionable length, having in it many crooks and turnings, adorned 
with great Pimples, which like vapours of brimstone gave such a lustre in the 
night, that her Nurse needed no other Candle to dress her by.’ 

Even during her childhood she was credited with being able to foretell the future 
and of having revenge on those who dared taunt her by causing horns to grow on 
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their head and other horrors. Nonetheless she managed to get a husband – Toby 
Shipton, a carpenter (some say she used a potion to trick him) and she 
established a long and celebrated career as a sooth-sayer and crime solver. 
 
Mother Shipton's Prophecy  
 
Carriages without horses shall go, 
And accidents fill the world with woe. 
Around the world thoughts shall fly 
In the twinkling of an eye. 
The world upside down shall be 
And gold be found at the root of a tree. 
Through hills man shall ride, 
And no horse be at his side. 
Under water men shall walk, 
Shall ride, shall sleep, shall talk. 
In the air men shall be seen, 
In white, in black, in green; 
Iron in the water shall float, 
As easily as a wooden boat. 
Gold shall be found and shown 
In a land that's now not known. 
Fire and water shall wonders do, 
England shall at last admit a foe. 
The world to an end shall come, 
In eighteen hundred and eighty one." 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
There are many weird and ridiculous stories related in books published about her 
in the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth century – each author apparently                                             
adding their own bit to the story, so that she was said to have predicted the great 
plague and fire of London (actually she said a big trouble would hit London – fairly 
likely in some way or other!) but also the coming of steam engines or aeroplanes 
and the telegraph.  
 
There were people like this in most towns and villages, known as ‘cunning’ people 
or white witches. They were accorded great respect and valued in the community. 
It’s nice to know that disability or disfigurement did not always make for a life of 
misery in times past, as we might have expected. 

From; Mother Shipton’s Prophecies, the Earliest Published Editions of 1641, 1684 
and 1686. Pub. George Mann ISBN 0-7041-0294-3 
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County Butterfly and Moth Recorders 
If you would like to send records by e-mail please use the recorders’ e-mail if shown, or 
info@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk Butterfly recording forms can also be printed off from the website 
www.northwalesbutterflies.org.uk or can be sent to you by post from any of the Recorders 
Moth Recorders Butterfly Recorders Committee Contac ts 

Montgomeryshire VC47 

Peter Williams 
"Pandy", Commins Coch 
Machynlleth 
Powys SY20 8LG 
01650  511583 
peterwilliams526@btinternet.com 

Montgomeryshire VC47 

Dr Simon Spencer 
Rhoslan 
Brithdir 
Llanfyllin 
Powys 
SY22 5HB 
01691 648339 
cerisyi@btinternet.com 

Chairman 

Illija Vukomanovic 
 
Secretary 
Julian Thompson 
See left under VC49  
 

Merionethshire VC48 
Andrew Graham 
Trawscoed 
Llanuwchllyn, Bala 
Gwynedd LL23 7TD 
01678 540370 
Transects@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk 

Merionethshire VC48 
Andrew Graham 
See left 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Lee 
15 Newton Drive , Buckley 
Flintshire CH7 3EB 
01244 550993  
robertlee_@btinternet.com 
 
 

Caernarfonshire VC49 
Julian Thompson, 
Pensychnant Conservation 
Centre, Sychnant Pass, Conwy LL32 
8BJ   
01492  592595 
jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com 
 

Caernarfonshire VC49 
David Thorpe 
3 Brynteg, Clwt y Bont 
Gwynedd LL55 3DT 
01286 871982 
david.thorpe@environment-
agency.wales.gov.uk 
 

Conservation Officer 
David Thorpe(butterflies) 
See left or 
david.thorpe@environment-
agency.wales.gov.uk 
 

Denbighshire VC50 
Justin Williams(macros) 
The Old Orchard,Sunnyridge Ave 
Marfod,Wrexham LL12 8TE 
northwalesmoths@hotmail.co.uk 
07762 105439 
01978 851381 
Bryan Formstone(micros) 
15 Beech Avenue 
Gresford 
Wrexham LL12 8EL 
01978  855174 
bryanformstone@dsl.pipex.com 

Denbighshire VC50 
David Hinde, 
28 Fender 
Way,Pensby,Wirral CH61 
9NR  
0151 648 3887 
member@ 
dhinde.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Education,website,publicity, 
events 
Jan Miller, Saith Ffynnon Farm, 
Whitford, Holywell CH8 9EQ, 
Flintshire. 
01352 711198 e-mail; 
info@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk 

Newsletter editor 

Julie Horner 
email juliedhorner@aol.com��
phone 01829-250939 
 

Flintshire VC51 
Justin Williams 
See above 

Flintshire VC51 
David Hinde, 
See above 

Membership secretary 
Llinos Davies 
66 St Hilary's Drive 
Deganwy,Conwy 
LL31 9SS 

Anglesey VC52 
John Harold 
Hen Ardd,Carreg y Garth, Rhiwlas, 
Bangor LL57 4HD 
jhmoths@yahoo.co.uk 

Anglesey VC52 
David Thorpe 

See above for VC49 

01492 572164 
07742 129729 
daviesllinos@yahoo.co.uk 
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