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Butterfly Conservation North Wales Branch AGM and M embers’ Day 
Saturday 5 th June 2010  10.30am-4.00pm Rhos on Sea Cricket club  
Special Butterflies and moths of Great Orme’s Head,  Llandudno 

Programme 
10.30 arrival and coffee. Displays and sales (books, leaflets, butterfly and moth-
attracting plants) for Branch funds. Please bring your own photos if you wish! 
The bar will be open from 11am. 
11am. brief AGM (all current officers are willing to continue without re-election. 
Anyone wishing to join the committee in any capacity please contact the 
Secretary before the meeting.) 
 
11.30 Speaker ;  Professor Chris Thomas,  Department of  Biology, 
University of York, will speak on; 
‘The Great Orme, Britain's most important site for butterflies?’ 
Professor Thomas did his MSc research on the unique Caernensis race of Silver-
studded Blue, found on the Great Orme, and has subsequently carried on 
research together with PhD students under his supervision. He has published 
more than 30 scientific articles on the butterflies of North Wales. 
 
1pm lunch (please book in advance-see below) Light buffet lunch per head:           
£5.50 There will be space to sit outside  for those bringing their own picnic. 
 
2pm approximately   Field trip to the Great Orme vi a car-sharing. 
The Great Orme is about 3 miles away from the meeting venue, so we will need 
to drive over to it. There is a reasonable amount of parking on the west shore 
promenade, but depending on the number of attendees we may need to car-
share. From the promenade to the Silver-studded Blue colony is a short walk of 
less than 100yards. Less able-bodied members may be dropped off right next to 
the path and have to walk no more than 10 yards to see some Silver-studded 
Blues 
The Silver-studded Blue is still viewable in cloudy  conditions and even light 
rain but,in the event of appalling weather, the fie ld trip will be replaced by a 
talk by our chairman, Ilija Vukomanovic, on ‘More i nteresting Lepidoptera of 
North Wales’ illustrated by his fabulous award-winn ing photographs. 
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Rhos on Sea Cricket club 
77 Penrhyn Avenue 
Rhos on Sea  
Colwyn Bay 
LL28 4LR 
Telephone 01492 544103 
Directions from Llandudno  - along Marine Drive to Rhos on Sea, following the 
coast road - take the first turning right after the Golf Club into Penrhyn Avenue.  
The Cricket Club is about 300 yards on the right. 
From Colwyn Bay  - Along Rhos on Sea Promenade - turn left at Fortes Cafe into 
Penrhyn Avenue - and the Cricket Club is about 300 yards on the left hand side. 
If you wish to attend the AGM and Member’s day plea se  contact Mrs Llinos 
Davies, 66 St Hilary's Drive, Deganwy, Conwy LL31 9SS. She will be able to 
answer queries. daviesllinos@yahoo.co.uk  01492 572164 and 07742 129729  
Please let her know whether you are BC members, how  many people will be 
attending and send her a cheque, payable to Butterf ly Conservation North 
Wales Branch, if you would like the buffet lunch(£5 .50 per head), stating 
how many lunches will be required . 
 

White-letter Hairstreaks                                                            Helen Bantock  
First find your elms 
Mothing in the Harlech area over the last few years has yielded Blomer’s Rivulet 
(2005, 2006, 2009 all at one site) and Clouded Magpie (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2009 three sites) and since the larvae of both these moths are said to be 
exclusive elm feeders I was spurred on to look for elm trees near where I had 
recorded them. My searches coincided with the start of the White letter Hairstreak 
study in 2007. Readers of this newsletter will probably have heard of this project 
but in brief it is an attempt to map the distribution of WLH throughout the UK by 
generating over 200 random one km squares, which are first searched for elm 
and, if it is found, WLH looked for in the flight period . If no elm exists in the 
monad, first the two and then the 10 km squares in which the monad is situated 
are checked. Since the onset of Dutch Elm disease in the 1970s a lot of mature 
English Elm trees have been lost.However, suckering hedgerow elm remains and 
in Wales, as I was to find, a lot of healthy Wych Elm has survived. There are of 
course hybrid forms and Liz Goodyear and Andrew Middleton, who initiated this 
study, have at times been quite confused by the wide variety of elms in the UK 
landscape. 
We are fortunate to have many kinds of tree in the Welsh landscape and so the 
easiest way to find elm trees is to look for them in March, when their small pink 
flowers are beginning to open and before trees are in leaf.It is very helpful to get 
to know the leaf and twig structure of  all the common trees. 
I was pleased to find  good numbers of elm growing along the roadside and on 
the hillsides overlooking the Blomer’s Rivulet site. There was also a big elm in the 
middle of Harlech. Further afield, I found elms at Pont Fadog in the Ysgethin 
valley (SH62), in Barmouth and in a lay-by overlooking the Mawddach estuary 
(SH61). I also found elms at Plas Tan y Bwlch, where there is a record from 
nearby Coed Maentwrog in 1984. 
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Wych elm flowers in March 

As the Harlech site was not in one of the randomly chosen squares, I 
concentrated on the elms in SH61 and 62 during the White letter Hairstreak flight 
periods between 2007 and 2009. 
The start of the flight period 
One of the difficulties was knowing when the flight period was likely to be.The first 
two weeks  are crucial as this is when sparring males are likely to be seen over 
the tree tops, usually best seen between 9 and 10am or when the sun comes out 
after rain or heavy cloud. As with the Purple Hairstreak, which is most likely to be 
seen on warm evenings  between 5-6pm and 9pm around the canopy and in the 
gaps between oak trees,the WLH is an indolent species and can easily survive in 
the canopy on sugary secretions on trees such as ash, field maple, sycamore and 
lime without the need to visit flowers to find nectar. 
I was fortunate that Brian Roberts was able to let me know when he saw WLH on 
his Greenfield valley transect in Flintshire. I had already seen WLH on11th June, 
2007 in London, but guessed that the emergence in Wales would be later.In fact, 
Liz and Andrew’s work  has shown that, in general,emergence in the south-east 
of the UK may be a month before butterflies are seen in the west. 
Sightings in 2007 
In 2007, Brian had a possible sighting of two WLHs at the top of a sycamore tree 
on the 16th July in Greenfield Valley and on the 18th he saw one nectaring on 
Hemp Agrimony.On the 16th I looked first at the SH61 monad, but although the 
weather had improved and it was sunny, it was also quite windy. After 20 minutes 
I went back to Barmouth (where the elm was in the 10Km square) and I had 4-5 
sightings of up to 3 dark butterflies at a time between 11-11.30 am.The butterflies 
were at the top of a tall, flowering lime tree, which was next to several Wych elms. 
I viewed the butterflies through binoculars, as the tree was very tall, and the 
following year, I brought my telescope and had an even better view of the WLHs 
there. 
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We had a lot of rain that July and I only visited SH62 twice in optimum conditions 
after 16th July  and I was not able to see any WLH in that square in 2007. 
Sightings in 2008 
2008 was another poor summer. However, on the 11th July I saw WLH through 
my telescope at Barmouth in the same lime tree and on the 20th, I had a sighting 
of dark butterflies flying at the  top of an ash tree to the right of the group of elms 
along the Mawddach estury. I couldn’t manage a telescope sighting but was sure 
from their behaviour and colouration that these were WLH, meaning they had 
been found in the target monad in SH61 and not just in the ten km square. 
Meanwhile, in SH62 I had found some more large elms growing down by 
theYsgethin river below Pont Fadog. The elms were hard to view because of the 
steepness of the river bank but it was just possible to view part of the crown. I had 
no luck in the flight period but did find a Purple Hairstreak territory further down 
the river almost at Talybont. Activity was seen at around 5-6pm but not  earlier in 
the day . 
I visited this site with Andrew Middleton on 3rd August and although we saw a 
single Purple Hairstreak on the biggest elm which grew low down by the water,  
no WLH were seen. Andrew suggested that in 2009 I should as well  try viewing 
from the road above the trees looking over towards some big ash trees, although 
the biggest elm couldn’t be seen from this vantage. 
Sightings in 2009 
The viewing area that Andrew had suggested in SH62 was visited three times 
between the 13th and 25th July 2009.��
On the 18th, viewing was between 12.15 and 2pm.It was cloudy with some bursts 
of sun and the temps was 18 deg C.A dark butterfly was seen flying from one of 
the three tallest ash trees on the south side of the river towards the elms, but 
because of the topography the elm was not visible .Even with a telescope, the 
butterfly was too distant to identify its markings.��
On the  25th, viewing was between 10.15 and 11.30am. It was sunny but with 
occasional clouding over and the temps 20 deg C. Between 10.45 and 11.15am 
there were three sightings of dark butterflies crossing towards the elm from the 
same ash as on the 18 th July.��
In view of the timing and the fact that the butterflies were seen in the same place 
and were dark, I believe they were White letter Hairstreaks. 
An egg in the hand… 
It had taken three years for me to observe WLH in the flight period  in SH61 and 
62, the two randomly selected squares. Many of the elms I had found were very 
tall. I was sure that White letters existed in the Harlech trees but viewing the 
crowns of the elms above the Blomer’s Rivulet site was very difficult and I had not 
had time to look in the flight season. Over the course of the study, Liz and Andrew 
had become expert at finding eggs on small elm twigs and this enabled them to 
find the butterfly where none had been seen on the wing. But they could only 
study branches no more than 10-12 feet high. 
White-letter hairstreak egg 
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Excitement was running high on 
October 31st 2009, when I took Liz and 
Andrew to an elm tree in the wood 
behind the Harlech site where I had 
found Blomer’s Rivulet.To our great 
delight, Liz found an egg! On the same 
day, Andrew also found an egg at Plas 
Tan y Bwlch. They had also been 
successful in Dolgellau,in a square that 
has no old records, and in other parts 
of North Wales. The distribution map 
for this species has been completely 
re-written. 

 
White –letter Hairstreak distribution map 2009 

Conclusion 
Searching for elm has taught me a lot about other trees and whenever I visit new 
places now I automatically look for elm. I have also learnt about the need for 
patience when looking for this elusive species of butterfly. I am really looking 
forward to watching the tree on which we found an egg in Harlech as it is not too 
far out of my regular routes, so I should be able to visit frequently.I shall also 
consider running a moth trap very close by in case Lunar- spotted Pinion or 
White- spotted Pinion( both on the wing in early July-August) could be present. 
The latter moth is said to be confined to Southern England following Dutch Elm 
disease. I shall also look for signs of Epinotia abbreviana,last seen in Coed 
Maentwrog in 1967. The larva of this micro moth  eats the elm bud and leaves a 
row of holes in the leaf which resembles a necklace. 
 
Mothing in Montgomeryshire VC47 2009                               Peter Williams 
It’s been an exciting time for mothing in Montgomeryshire. We now have a moth 
recording programme, the county data base has been created with all the archive 
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and current records verified and entered and lastly we have built a fantastic web 
site dedicated to moths and mothing in Montgomeryshire.  
For several years I have been trying to build an effective moth recording 
programme. I came quite close but the programme did have certain issues, one of 
them being the file size. I was wondering how to move ahead with the project 
when a new moth-er called Mike Haigh came in to the county. Now to get a new 
moth-er in this neck of the woods is great but to get a new moth-er who is also a 
computer programmer and offers any help I need is exceptional. I couldn’t believe 
my luck. Soon the BMR (British Moth Recorder) was being developed and at the 
beginning of 2009 it was ready for testing. After this the programme was given to 
all regular recorders in the county and during the first year all the feedback has 
been really positive. 
I had also been wondering for some time how to design and create a database on 
which to collate the archive paper and computer held records. Again, Mike waded 
in to provide the solution. We set to work and after many months of almost 
continuous effort on both our parts we finally transferred all the records onto the 
newly created county data base. Verifying the integrity of the data was another 
challenge and various techniques were used to remove duplicates, spelling 
mistakes and general sighting errors (e.g. using flight date comparisons), and 
what an incredibly time consuming job it was. Now that it’s done, sorting records 
and data entry should be far easier. We now have over 80,000 records in the data 
base.  
Our latest development has been to design and build our mothing web-site 
http://www.montgomeryshiremoths.org.uk  which is an ongoing project. The site 
shows the current year’s programme of events and archive reports from previous 
year’s events. It also has species pages of every species recorded in the county, 
a distribution dot map, photos and species information. In addition there are areas 
dedicated to the BMR, County lists, Articles and a links page. Other areas will be 
developed as we expand the site. 
As for the actual mothing, it’s been a very good year:-    
There were 21 new species of micro moths added to the county list in 2009 
(species below). There are now 441 species recorded in the county.   
 
Stigmella lemniscella, Nemaxera betulinella, Phyllonorycter rajella, Phyllonorycter 
froelichiella, Ypsolopha scabrella, Schreckensteinia festaliella, Borkhausenia 
fuscescens, Agonopterix alstromeriana, Pseudotelphusa paripunctella, Chionodes 
fumatella, Helcystogramma rufescens, Acleris caledoniana, Apotomis 
semifasciana, Bactra lacteana, Epinotia tetraquetrana, Chilo phragmitella, 
Agriphila latistria, Endotricha flammealis, Assara terebrella, Pempeliella dilutella 
and Ephestia elutella. 
There were also 4 new species and 2 new sub-species of macro moths added to 
the county list in 2009 (species below). There are now 498 species recorded in 
the county. 
Biston betularia ssp. insularia Peppered Moth; Phragmatobia fuliginosa ssp. 
borealis Northern Ruby Tiger; Hecatera bicolorata Broad-barred White; 
Mythimna straminea Southern Wainscot; Acronicta tridens Dark Dagger and 
Mesapamea didym Lesser Common Rustic.    
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One of the most exciting finds of 
the year is the re-discovery very 
locally in the north of the county 
of Xestia rhomboidea Square-
spotted Clay  (Photo by Mike 
Haigh, 24th July 2009), last 
recorded in Montgomeryshire in 
1987. This is a ‘Nationally scarce 
B’ species throughout the British 
Isles, so to record it in numbers 
which suggest a small breeding 
colony is a really great find. We 
will keep a very close eye on this 
species over the coming year and 
watch any developments with 
interest. 

 
I now look forward to a successful 2010 for Montgomeryshire, if it turns out 
anywhere near as good as 2009 I will not complain. 
 
New and notable Lepidoptera recorded in Merionethsh ire in 2009 
VC48                                                    Andrew Graham County Recorder 

New County Records 
Only five species were recorded as new for the county in 2009. This is the 
smallest number for some years and may be an indication that the Lepidopteran 
fauna is, at last, becoming better known. Put another way, there are only a finite 
number of species present at any one time and we cannot expect to continue 
discovering new species indefinitely. 
 
1.Cameraria ohridella  Horse Chestnut Leaf-miner  
(Helen Bantock, 22/08/2009, Llanbedr, leaf mines 
John Hicks, 06/09/2009, Rhug and 27/09/2009, Plas Tan y Bwlch, leaf mines) 
First recorded in Britain (south London) as recently as 2002, this moth has 
subsequently spread very rapidly across the country. Horse Chestnuts in the east 
of Wales have been conspicuously infested for a few years now so the discovery 
of the moth in Merionethshire came as no surprise. 
Note that this is one of the few moths that can be recorded whilst driving a car 
and indeed roadside horse chestnuts are probably more likely to be infested than 
isolated trees in parks or the wider countryside. Be aware, though, that a common 
fungus, Septoria hippocastani, forms blotches on Horse Chestnut leaves which do 
resemble Cameraria leaf mines from a distance. 
2.Epinotia signatana  
(Helen Bantock, 27/06/2009, Traethdy, Harlech, to MV light) 
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This moth is new for the region. It may be genuinely uncommon though it is rather 
obscurely marked and could easily be overlooked. The species is associated with 
Blackthorn thickets – a habitat that is dominant in the sand dunes where the moth 
was caught.   
3.Cydia fagiglandana  
(John Hicks and Helen Bantock, 24/08/2007, Coed Lletywalter, to MV light) 
This moth was caught in 2007 but was mistaken (by the VC Recorder) for the 
similar-looking Cydia nigricana. It was only correctly identified in 2009 after a 
second specimen was taken at the same site (John Hicks and Helen Bantock, 
15/07/2009) and both were subsequently dissected. 
This moth is unlikely to be common in NW Wales but should be looked for in any 
fair sized area of woodland containing mature beech trees. Such woodlands are 
not natural here and tend to be associated with large estates. 
4.Lobophora  halterata   Seraphim 
(Helen Bantock, 25th, 27th & 29th May 2009, Traethdy,  Harlech, to MV light) 
Three individuals taken on three nights in late May represent the first records for 
the county. 
Interestingly, two individuals were also caught at a site in Montgomeryshire 
(VC47) on the 25th May (Mike Haigh, Nr. Llanfyllin). Thus, five moths were caught 
within a few days in VC47 & VC48 as compared with only two previous records 
ever (both from VC47). If Seraphims were known to be a migratory species this 
coincidence would be easy to explain. However, there appears to be no evidence 
that this is the case. 
 
5.Idaea fuscovenosa  Dwarf Cream Wave 
(David Brown, 26th – 28th June 2009, Plas Tan Y Bwlch, light trapping) 
This small Geometrid is little-known in North Wales with no previous records from 
Merionethshire. It is unlikely to be common here due to the habitat requirement 
for unkempt, weedy sites. 
 
Scarce Moths  
 
RDB species 
Cosmopterix orichalcea  (pRDB3) 
(Helen & Tristan Bantock, 01/06/2009, Mochras reed bed) 
This attractive little moth is not currently known from any other reed beds in North 
Wales. 
Eilema complana f. sericea  Northern Footman (RDB2) 
Numerous records. This is actually an abundant species in NW Wales and the 
RDB status is inappropriate. There is considerable uncertainty as to the true 
distribution of form sericea (Northern Footman) as opposed to the nominate form 
(Scarce Footman). Recorders should check carefully which form they have 
caught and not jump to conclusions.   
Synanthedon scoliaeformis  Welsh Clearwing (RDB3) 
A few new sites were found within the known range in the southern part of the 
county. 
It remains a possibility that there are other colonies elsewhere in North Wales. 
Note that this moth was discovered in both Radnorshire and Breconshire in 2009. 
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It has, undoubtedly, been there all along but nobody noticed - so the same may 
well apply elsewhere. (Remember that 5mm diameter circular holes in old birch 
trees are of interest in this context). 
 
Notable Na 
Xestia ashworthii   Ashworth’s Rustic 
As is now well-known, this is a common moth in NW Wales, associated with rocky 
places, usually with heathy vegetation. Records were received from two known 
sites and, more interestingly, from a site, in a new ten-kilometre square, in the 
south of the county (Rhoslefain, SH577054, 03/07/2009, Mike Smethurst). 
Rhoslefain is a village in a lowland, agricultural setting so one can speculate that 
this individual may have been a wandering male, possibly originating from the 
coastal cliffs a kilometre or so to the west. 

Anania funebris 

Three individuals were seen at a known site (Llwyn-iarth, SH710172, 
31/05/2009). No other records of this UKBAP species were received. It is my view 
that this is one of our most critically endangered species. 
Notable 
Twenty-eight moth species with Notable or Notable Nb status were recorded in 
2009. 
 

118 Nepticulidae Enteucha acetosae Nb 

142 Adelidae Nematopogon pilella Notable 

145 Adelidae Nemophora minimella Nb 

191 Psychidae Acanthopsyche atra Nb 

200 Tineidae Psychoides filicivora Notable 

258 Lyonetiidae Leucoptera lathyrifoliella Notable 

394 Glyphipterigidae Glyphipterix forsterella Notable 

431 Yponomeutidae Yponomeuta sedella Nb 

593 Elachistidae Elachista regificella Nb 

783 Gelechiidae Bryotropha boreella Notable 

1179 Tortricidae Epiblema incarnatana Nb 

1194 Tortricidae Eucosma aemulana Notable 

1220 Tortricidae Cydia microgrammana Notable 

1300 Pyralidae Crambus pratella Nb 

1341 Pyralidae Eudonia lineola Nb 

1691 Geometridae Scopula emutaria Rosy Wave Nb 

1751 Geometridae Lampropteryx otregiata Devon Carpet Nb 

1814 Geometridae Eupithecia plumbeolata Lead-coloured Pug Nb 

1821 Geometridae Eupithecia valerianata Valerian Pug Nb 

1843 Geometridae Eupithecia distinctaria constrictata Thyme Pug Nb 

1861 Geometridae Pasiphila debiliata Bilberry Pug Nb 

1865 Geometridae Chesias rufata rufata Broom-tip Nb 

1872 Geometridae Discoloxia blomeri Blomer's Rivulet Nb 
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1982 Sphingidae Hemaris tityus 
Narrow-bordered Bee 
Hawkmoth Nb 

2093 Noctuidae Agrotis ripae Sand Dart Nb 

2191 Noctuidae Mythimna turca Double Line Nb 

2201 Noctuidae Mythimna litoralis Shore Wainscot Nb 

2485 Noctuidae Hypenodes humidalis Marsh Oblique-barred Nb 
 
Within this category two records stand out as especially interesting. 
 

 

 
 
Firstly, the Double 
Line  taken by John 
Hicks in his garden 
trap in Talybont (29th 
June) was the first 
county record for thirty 
years. One can only 
speculate as to the 
origin of this moth but 
there is no reason to 
suppose that it wasn’t 
local. The Double Line 
is now known to be 
reasonably common in 
South Wales and has 
recently been recorded 
from a site in 
Montgomeryshire. 

The other was a Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth  photographed nectaring on 
Red Valerian on Picnic Island, Aberdovey by John Mason (2nd June). There is 
certainly no suitable habitat on the north side of the Dovey Estuary so it seems 
likely that the moth flew up from further south. 
 
 
One other moth in this list is worth a comment: Glyphipterix forsterella  was first 
discovered in Merioneth in 2008 but in 2009 the moths were found to be abundant 
in many habitats. I find it hard to believe that such a common moth could have 
been overlooked in the past so I conclude that it must have rapidly become more 
numerous though, admittedly, there is no hard evidence for this. 
 
Other noteworthy records 
Adscites statices   The Forester 
As this is now a UKBAP species it is worth mentioning that there were two 
records, on different dates, from the same known site (Helen Bantock). This moth 
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is critically endangered in North Wales mainly because the habitat requirement is 
incompatible with agriculture. 
Angerona prunaria   Orange Moth 
The Orange Moth was first recorded in North Wales in 2007 (Darren Taylor, Coed 
Felinrhyd, SH6538, 09/06/2007). A second specimen was taken, nearby, in 2009 
(David Brown, Plas Tan y Bwlch, 27/06/2009) which reinforces the idea that there 
is a colony present in this area. Note that there are no other records from North or 
mid Wales and that the vast majority of recent records are south of the line from 
the Severn to the Wash. Thus, if the moth is actually a breeding resident in the 
Vale of Ffestiniog then either the moth has been overlooked elsewhere or this 
represents a very isolated colony. 
Hadena confusa   Marbled Coronet 
(Helen Bantock, 29/06/2009, Harlech) 
This moth appears to be reasonably common around the coasts of Anglesey and 
Caernarvonshire but there were only two previous records from Merionethshire, 
both from the 1970s. 
 
Migrants 
2009 was another poor year for those of us interested in the scarcer immigrant 
species. However, in partial compensation, some of the more common migrants 
were present in impressive numbers. Diamond-back Moths became common in 
mid-May and continued to be reported well into July. Rush Veneers were 
recorded throughout the summer and autumn as were Silver Ys, which were 
exceptionally numerous in all habitats, from June onwards. However, 2009 will be 
remembered most for the extraordinary invasion of Painted Ladies (see below). 
 
Butterflies 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
Numerous new sites were discovered by Dr George Tordoff (Butterfly 
Conservation) in the course of his work surveying for this species on farms 
selected to be either participating in an agri-environment scheme (Tir Gofal) or 
not. 
Marsh Fritillary 
For a change, there is some positive news to report from the Merioneth colonies. 
1.At Morfa Harlech, where part of the colony area has been fenced off from 
livestock for most of the year, there was an increase in the number of larval webs 
counted in the autumn from about four in 2008 to nineteen in 2009. 
 
2.Tir Stent, a large site near Dolgellau, had a mixed year with some parts having 
the highest ever web counts whilst others were less good. An interesting 
observation on one area of the site was that the Succisa pratensis (the larval 
foodplant) was eaten out by large numbers of the Chrysomelid beetle, Galeruca 
tanaceti. Some webs were found to have run out of food for this reason and, as 
an experiment, leaves were brought in from elsewhere and these were readily 
accepted by the Marsh Fritillary larvae. However, swarms of beetles soon flew in 
and finished off the supply, leaving the caterpillars hungry again. 
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3.The most interesting colony in 2009 was Cae Pencefn, nr. Dolgellau. This small 
field has hosted a colony for many years but numbers have recently declined so 
drastically that the colony was feared to have become extinct. However, Annie 
Seddon visited the site on the 1st June and reported numerous adults (at least 
thirty). Later, in the autumn a web count was conducted over several days and an 
amazing eighty-seven webs were found. This demonstrates that a colony should 
never be written off. Whilst there is life there is hope! 
 
4.Two Marsh Fritillaries were netted at a site near Llanbedr for which there is a 
1978 record but where no others have been reported in the intervening years – 
presumably just because no one has looked. There was little suitable habitat 
present so it seems unlikely that this represents a substantial colony but it does 
go to show how poorly known this part of Wales remains. It also shows, as with 
Cae Pencefn, that small isolated colonies can be remarkably resilient and persist 
far longer than conventional wisdom might suggest. 
 
Painted Lady 
The mass invasion of Painted Lady butterflies in 2009 was an extraordinary 
natural phenomenon which, justifiably, received widespread coverage in the 
press. Numbers built up rapidly in late May to the extent that Painted Ladies must 
have vastly outnumbered any other species of butterfly. They were everywhere, in 
all habitats! A personal observation was that they all tended to be flying in the 
same direction but that this direction seemed to vary from day to day. These 
butterflies laid vast numbers of eggs on thistles and nettles throughout the county. 
For example, on the 7th July my sister, Janet, and I found a field with at least a 
million caterpillars. (There were approximately a dozen per thistle, with 
approximately one thistle per square metre and the field was about ten hectares 
in area). We noted that Spear Thistle was the preferred species, followed by 
Marsh Thistle with Creeping Thistle the least favoured. Had all these caterpillars 
successfully developed into adults then we really would have been in for a 
spectacle. However, for some reason, this did not happen and although numbers 
were still high in late summer it seems clear that most of the caterpillars must 
have died. 
White-letter Hairstreak See page 2. 
My thanks to everyone who supplied Lepidoptera records in 2009. 
http://www.trawsgoed.com/    The North Wales Lepidoptera Database 
 
Caernarvonshire and Anglesey  VC 49 and 52 Butterfl y update   
Dave Thorpe     County Recorder 
 
In the winter of 2008/09 Gwynedd and Snowdonia National Park staff joined 
Environment Agency to look for Marsh Fritillary larval webs on a number of old 
historic and potential sites in Caernarvonshire. Several sites had good numbers of 
webs, one Bwlch Derwen being positive for the first time since records made by 
CCW in 2000. The site is a good mosaic of bog and grassland, open access 
under the CROW Act if members want to visit but contains some fascinating old 
pingo (collapsed ice thrust) ponds – so care is needed as quaking bog and open 
water could be a hazard. The grid reference for site is SH453468 
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The adult season started well with calm warm weather and several new sites for 
small pearl bordered frits being found in June. Large numbers of Dark Green 
Fritillaries were seen near Rhiw on the Lleyn in habitat very suitable for smaller 
fritillaries, so worth a look this spring. 
We had walks planned for members looking at hairstreaks or their larvae in spring 
– all 3 species, but ended up getting heavy rain. Indeed my search for new Green 
Hairstreak sites was non-productive and several sites I’ve looked at for over 10 
years had no recorded adults even in perfect weather (North of Llyn Padarn). I 
have been looking for this species on Anglesey for several springs – with only a 
few tantalising verbal reports from Wildlife Trust and BC members since the 
1970s. Still none seen but gorse or rockrose on Cors Goch or eastern limestone 
sites may be worth looking at again this April.  Bilberry seams to be largely absent 
– but if anyone knows of possible sites or good habitat please let me know. 
I did get the telescope out looking for Purple Hairstreak in Caernarvonshire, had 
great views near Maentwrog (wrong vice county) but records further north are thin 
on the ground. 
 
Marsh Fritillaries on Anglesey have been re-recorded at Cors Erddreiniog, but my 
searches at Rhos Neigr dunes haven’t been successful yet (the habitat is good 
and adults were recorded in 2006). The Dunes of Anglesey are worth a visit on 
sunny days in early June – for good numbers of Small Pearl- bordered fritillaries, 
Common Blue, Dingy Skipper and day-flying moths. Dark Green Fritillaries are 
very active at Aberffraw in summer too (if we get one). 
 
The nationally celebrated Painted Lady arrival saw me on a ferry to Spain – I did 
record both Painted Lady and Hummingbird Hawk moth on the ferry over 100 
miles out to sea. But other people tell me how good it was here. 
Once summer arrived (and the monsoon with it) recording became poor. Small 
Tortoishells have made a recovery after almost complete absence the year before 
and the long dry period in autumn had many late vanesids. 
I’m hoping 2010 has a better summer. 
 
2009 County Moth Recorders Report for Denbighshire VC50   
Justin Williams (macro moths) and Bryan Formstone (  micros) 
Record Submissions ! 
The submission of records for 2009 exceeded all expectations with over 2,850 
records submitted, the highest number ever for the Vice County. Thanks must go 
to the dedication and commitment of the following regular trappers/recorders 
operating in the VC. J.B. Formstone, A.N. & Ms J.E. Graham, M. Grice, M. 
Hubbard, J Miller P.H. Rathbone, J.V. Smith J.B. Williams. 
 
Thanks also to all those who have submitted occasional records and observations 
to add to the growing County database. These records are invaluable as they are 
often from squares where we have little or no previous data.   
A plea here to all butterfly observers and other na tural historians;  please do 
send in your observations of day-flying moths, moth s you may have 
stumbled across or disturbed, caterpillars, leaf mi nes and any other signs 
or evidence of Lepidoptera.   They really are invaluable, no matter how humble 
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or insignificant you may think they are. I am grateful for records of anything and 
everything you have observed relating to moths. I am always happy to help with 
identifications if you are unsure of what you have seen, so remember to take your 
cameras with you! 
Some Records of Note 
 
New County Records 
J.B. Formstone reported the first confirmed record of Dark Dagger (Acronicta 
tridens) , determined by genitalia examination (25/05/09). We have suspected 
that this species was present in the County for a number of years but it had not 
been formally identified due to confusion with it's close relative Grey Dagger. 
The long-awaited Blackneck (Lygephila pastinum)  was finally recorded in the 
County by A.N. & Ms J.E. Graham (30/06/09) at a location near Wrexham. 
The same recorders also submitted the first verified County record of the Five-
spot Burnet (Zygaena trifolii)  (06/07/09) from the same location, though the 
presence of this species within the county in the past is unclear due the difficulty 
of easily separating it from its close relative the Narrow-bordered Five-spot 
Burnet.  
If you see day flying moths that you think might be  either of these species 
this summer please notify me.  Though not easy to differentiate they can both 
be easily distinguished from the much commoner Six-spot Burnet.  
 
Red Data Book & Nationally Scarce Species 
Lunar Yellow Underwing (Noctua orbona)  was reported by P.H. Rathbone on 
three occasions (30/06/09, 19/07/09, 05/09/09) from his garden trap in Llanarmon 
Yn Ial.  
J.B Formstone was lucky enough to see two scarce Clearwing moths in as many 
days. A Currant Clearwing (Synanthedon tipuliformis)  at Gresford Allotments 
(27/06) and Six-belted Clearwing (Bembecia ichneumoniformis)  at Marford 
Quarry (29/06).   
 
Other Notable Records 
John Marchant provided a record of a Gothic found in his garden near 
Coedpoeth on 19/07 and Michael Hubbard again reported Scarlet Tiger  from his 
Llanddudlas garden on 16/07. Both Peter Rathbone and I recorded Lead-
coloured Drab , almost doubling the number of VC records, and the first records 
since 1981. Leopard Moth  and Dingy Footman  were again visitors to my 
Marford garden and the particularly hot spell at the beginning of July also brought 
a  welcome Northern Eggar . Other records of note were an Oak Nyctyoline , 
only the 4th County record and the earliest Spring Usher  ever for VC50, again in 
my garden on 12/01. John Smith recorded Garden Dart  again from his Marford 
garden on 19/09 as did young Jack Grant of Gresford on his first ever light-
trapping on 22/08�  
 
National Moth Night 2009 
I represented BC North Wales at the public event held at Loggerheads on 
September 19th. The event was a joint initiative between Butterfly Conservation, 
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North Wales Wildlife Trust and Denbighshire County Council. Heavy rain failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm of those who attended, but unfortunately it did deter the 
moths. A modest count of around a dozen specimens were attracted to 2 traps, 
during the 2 hour session, the pick of these being a Barred Sallow. To make upfor 
the poor weather those who attended were treated to a slide show on moth 
trapping and recording and shown a number of live specimens caught the 
previous evening.  
Watch out for similar events on May 15th this year. 
Update on micros from Bryan Formstone 
There were 3 Micro moths added to the Denbighshire VC50 list in 2009 as 
follows:��
Gelichidae 
Monochroa lucidella . More than 10 on Spike-rush (Eleochara palustris) at 
Wrexham Industrial Estate SJ381489 on 30-6-09 Andrew Graham. 
Tortricidae 
Pammene gallicana. One at Wrexham Industrial Estate at SJ380491 on 7-8-09 
Andrew Graham 
Pyralidae 
Perinephela lancealis  6 disturbed from the foodplant Hemp Agrimony (Agrimonia 
eupatoria) at Wilderness Wood SJ333536 on 15-6-09 Bryan Formstone 
 There about 3000 Micro Moth records to be entered on to mapmate sometime in 
the future. 
 

Denbighshire and Flintshire Butterfly Report 2009                               
David Hinde VC50  &51 Butterfly Recorder � 
Despite the excitement of a large influx of Painted Lady butterflies from 
continental Europe, overall one would say it has been a mediocre year for 
butterflies in the two counties.Thirty three species were recorded out of a possible 
thirty five. The two missing were Large Heath, last recorded in 2005 in the Berwyn 
hills( A & J Graham) and at Cottage Bridge, Denbigh Moors (R.W. Whitehead) 
and Marbled White, just two records, one from Nantglyn in 2005(D. Wilson) and 
the other from Cefn-yr-Ogof in 2007 (M.J.S. Hubbard)� 

BAP and Medium Priority Species  
 
Grizzled Skipper (medium priority)  
Originally known from just two sites, one at Wrexham Industrial Estate and the 
other at Eyarth Rocks SSSI.The species was quite abundant at Eyarth Rocks with 
numbers in excess of thirty adults in the early 1990’s. Unfortunately between 
1999 and 2001 it completely disappeared from this site for reasons unknown. 
Fortunately in 1993 a singleton was spotted on the newly created butterfly glade 
at Loggerheads C. P.(M. Bellingham). By the year 2000 the number on this site 
was thirty one. However from 2003 onwards numbers were less than ten. Also in 
2008 the species was seen for the first time at Marford Quarry. So it would appear 
we now have the species at three sites. 

White-letter Hairstreak (medium priority)  
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In VC50 & 51 this species is known from 29 2km squares. It is easily overlooked 
flying around the tops of Elm trees and is probably under recorded. 

Silver-studded Blue(BAP)  The original caernensis sub species colony on the 
Great Orme is still very strong. Also the introduction by A. J. Marchant in the 
1940s is still going in the Dulas valley.Other introductions by Prof.Chris Thomas 
have also been successful  at the likes of Graig Fawr near Prestatyn. Overall this 
species is a great success story and the area is important Nationally for it. 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary (BAP)  
Unfortunately only one colony now exists in the two counties at Eyarth Rocks 
SSSI. In recent history a few small colonies survived all depending on dog violets 
growing in association with bracken litter,such as in the Nant y Garth pass. With 
time the litter becomes too thick and the species disappears. Thankfully some of 
the land at Eyarth is now a Butterfly Conservation Reserve giving us the 
opportunity to manage scrub and bracken litter for the species. Numbers peaked 
in 2005 with 98 adults on the reserve land.                                                        

Large Heath (medium priority) Known in recent years from just three sites:Moel 
Garegog(Duck Pool),Denbigh Moors(Cottage Bridge) and in the Berwyn Hills. I 
have checked Duck Pool on several occasions in the last few years and drawn a 
blank,leaving just two sites left. This is a difficult species to track down its habitat 
in VC50 & 51 being boggy moorland with plenty of Cotton Grass and often Cross-
leaved Heath. Often nothing is revealed after long and tiring searches. People 
that do a lot of walking on the likes of Denbigh Moors may be the most likely to 
pick up new colonies. 

Conservation                                                                                                           
Two main projects are being carried out both in Denbighshire. The first is carried 
out in conjunction with Denbighshire Countryside Rangers and Butterfly 
Conservation volunteers and is at Loggerheads C.P. It concerns the butterfly 
glade set up nearly twenty years ago by B.C.volunteers.The work involves scrub 
removal, particularly bramble and ash. A small flock of sheep are used in an 
enclosed area,with a view to creating short, calcareous grassland with plenty of 
strawberry to encourage Grizzled Skipper on the site.The second project is 
helping to manage our B.C. Reserve at Eyarth Rocks SSSI. This also involves 
scrub removal and the management of bracken, both by cutting , raking up litter 
and rolling with a heavy roller. This work is carried out by both local contractors 
and volunteers. The hope of course is to keep the site viable for Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary. 
 

Events 

Information regarding attendence at the events list ed. 
 We regret no dogs are allowed at any of these events and all children must be 
accompanied by an adult as many sites can be hazardous due to quarry faces, 
etc., they may also be  inaccessible to the disabled. Please ring the contact 
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person named next to the event if you'd like more information about it. If they are 
not available please ring Jan Miller.  We take all reasonable precautions with 
safety on our field trips, but attendees come at their own risk. 
Although not essential, you may find it adds to your comfort to bring sunglasses 
(to shield eyes from bright lamp) and a flask of hot drink and jumper (even in 
summer) to the moth trapping nights. A torch is also essential for finding your way 
back to the car, and stout footwear, a bottle of water, thick trousers and 
waterproofs are best on all field trips.  
 Butterfly Conservation is a Registered Charity No. 254937, dedicated to saving 
British wild butterflies and moths and their habitats .All our events are run entirely 
by volunteers; if you would like to contribute to our work and are not already a 
member, please join the society; details on the Membership page on this website 
(you can join by credit card from there) or from the national website; 
www.butterfly-conservation.org or by telephone Butterfly Conservation Head 
Office; 0870 7744309 
1st Monday of every month, 8pm. Moth-ers Union An informal meeting of the 
North Wales Moth Group. Details from Julian at Pensychnant (01492) 592595 
jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com 
3rd Monday of each month, 7.30 onwards. Treborth Mo nthly Moth Meetings  
at Treborth Botanical Gardens, Bangor. 
These informal meetings do not generally have a planned programme, but are 
arranged so that anyone can come along and meet others with similar interests, 
to get help in identifying your trapped moths, to put forward ideas for activities and 
to see moths of interest caught at Treborth the previous night. Contact Nigel 
Brown n.brown@bangor.ac.uk phone-01248 353398  

March 

Saturday 13th March 1pm, Moths Count Plas Tan y Bwl ch A workshop for 
anyone who is interested in moths and moth recording. Talks will include an 
update on the Moths Count Project by Zoe Randall and a Review of the State of 
the New Wales Biodiversity Action Plan Species by Russell Hobson. Free! Places 
are limited so please book with Laura Wiffen nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org  or 
01929 406009. 
 
Thursday 18th March Gardening for Butterflies  talk by Jan Miller, St Paul’s 
Church Hall, Llandudno.  Contact Jan Miller; 01352 711198 or mobile; 079 7960 
3846 info@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk   
 
Tuesday 23rd March, 10-2pm Wildlife Gardening Works hop . Inspiration for 
you to attract more wildlife to your garden, with talks and activities lead by Anna 
Williams, plus the Conwy launch of the Snowdonia Wildlife Gardening 
Competition 2010-02-03.Details from Julian Thompson (01492) 592595 
jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com 
 
 Wednesday 24th March 8pm “More Unusual Welsh Lepid optera”  A superbly 
illustrated lecture by Ilija Vukomanovic  Details from Julian at Pensychnant 
(01492) 592595 jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com            
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 Apri l 
 
Tuesday 13th April 2pm Guided Walk to see Belted Be auty on Conwy Morfa . 
Meet at Beacons car park. Details from Julian at Pensychnant (01492) 592595 
jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com 
 
Thursday 22nd  April Butterfly Identification cours e at Talacre, Flintshire , a 
one-day course including Powerpoint presentation of how to distinguish all 36 
North Wales species, a hands-on workshop and after lunch a walk around this 
important dune habitat to practice  identification and transect-recording skills. 
trainer; Jan Miller. Max 20, booking essential;contact Kim Norman BHP Billiton, 
kim.norman@bhpbilliton.com  telephone +44(0)1745881237 

May 

 
Wednesday 5th May Butterfly Walk & Picnic at Llanym ynech Rocks Reserve 
at 4.00pm hopefully to see Pearl-bordered Fritillary that  were  reintroduced     last 
year.This is one of the best butterfly sites in  Montgomeryshire with Dingy and 
Grizzled Skippers.  Meet at the reserve car park (SJ271220) at the end of 
Underhill drive in Pant. The reserve is signposted from the main road.  Stout 
shoes.No dogs.  Leader Simon Spencer. These butterflies only fly in sunshine 
and it is a waste of time in poor weather.  Please ring Simon on 01691 648339 
and leave a contact telephone number. The picnic will take place at about 6.00 
PM under Asterley rocks and for late comers is best accessed from Pen y Foel.  
Bring a picnic and if you are an optimist- Champagne!   
 
Saturday 8th May  Simon Spencer will lead a walk fo r Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries  at Middletown Hill, Monts. This is a  MWT Events but we would 
welcome BC & SWT members. 
Meet outside the Breidden Public House. (SJ302125)  Stout shoes.  No dogs.  
Leader Simon Spencer.  These butterflies fly only in sunshine and it is a waste of 
time in poor weather.  Please ring Simon on 01691 648339 and leave a contact 
telephone number. cerisyi@btinternet.com 
 
Sunday 9th May Moths and Bats evening at Pensychnan t; contact Julian 
Thompson. 
(01492) 592595 jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com  
 
Friday14th  May  Moths and Bats evening and follow up morning at 
Pensychnant  on 
Saturday 15th May 11am     View last nights catch over a cuppa. 
           

Saturday 15th May     National Moth Night  
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Sat 15th May Jan will lead National Moth Night at T alacre Dunes . Jan Miller; 
01352 711198 or mobile; 079 7960 3846 info@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk  
 
Saturday 15th May  Andrew Graham and Kate Williamso n  will lead National 
Moth Night at The Panorama Walk, Barmouth . 01766 772255   07900 267547 
Kate.Williamson@eryri-npa.gov.uk 
Monday I7th May Butterfly identification Course at Rhydymwyn Valley 
Nature Reserve,  a one-day course including Powerpoint presentation of how to 
distinguish all 36 North Wales species, a hands-on workshop and after lunch a 
walk around this interesting historical as well as natural history site to learn 
identification and Transect recording skills. trainer Jan Miller. Max 20, booking 
essential;contact  Cat Lucas [cweo@newwildlife.org.uk]  NEWW, Nant Alyn Road, 
Rhydymwyn, Mold 01352742 115  
Saturday 22 nd May:Llanfechain Horticultural Show, Powys . Stand with BC 
information, seeds, plants. Come along and help us get some more members in 
this mid-Wales area."Gardening for Butterflies’ talk by Jan Miller; contact 
Jan@7wells.org �
��
June 
5-13th June Wales Biodiversity Week  

Saturday 5th BCNW AGM and    Members Day see p 1 

 
Sunday 13th June Conwy Council Countryside  Service are organising a walk 
at Mynydd Marian Local Nature Reserve, Llysfaen  near Colwyn Bay at 11 am.   
Meet in the car park NGR SH894,772.  Call Tamsin Fretwell for any further 
information 01492 575547.  
Sunday 20th June Conwy Council Countryside Service are organising a 
walk  at Bryn Euryn Local Nature Reserve , meet 11 am at car park, NGR 
SH834802. Call Alun Jones for any further information 01492 575200.   
Dave Thorpe will be present and says that BC members will be welcome. Both  
the above sites are limestone grassland and at Mynydd Marian it is hoped to 
see Silver studded Blues.  Please note that both of these events are weather 
dependant and will be cancelled if it is raining. 

July 

Weekend 17/18th July  Ashworth’s Rustic weekend at Pensychnant Annual 
mothing event to see the Ashworth’s Rustic and Weaver’s Wave (hopefully). Set 
traps at 9pm and stay till late, or be lazy and see the catch 11am on Sunday 
morning at the house with a cuppa. 
Details from Julian at Pensychnant (01492) 592595 
 

24th July to 1st August National  Save Our butterfl ies Week  
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Sunday 25th July  Iolo Williams attending our North  Wales Parks event , 
possibly in Colwyn Bay (TBA) 
Contact Jan Miller if you would like to help and meet Iolo! (01352 711198) 

August                                                                                                                              

Tuesday 3rd August, 8pm   Moth Trapping at Ty Hyll with Snowdonia Society. 
Detail from Julian Thompson (01492) 592595 jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com 

September 

14th Gardening for Butterflies talk by Jan Miller. � ����� �����	�
�  contact 
Jan@7wells.org �
 
October 
12th. 8pm.Gardening for Butterflies talk by Jan Mil ler , at the King’s Head 
pub,Bwlchgwyn, near Wrexham. contact Jan@7wells.org �
 
 
 
 
Brecknock Butterfly and Moth Group  .Contact Norman Lowe 01874 658453 
 
Monmouthshire Moth and Butterfly Group  Contact Kevin Dupe 01633 216599  
 
Glamorgan Moth Recording Group Contact Mike Powell 02920 545521  
 
Montgomeryshire VC47 butterflies 2009  
Alastair Hotchkiss       County Recorder 
This is literally a whistle-stop tour of the butterfly happenings in Montgomeryshire 
last year. The year began with first-week-in-March records of Small Tortoiseshell 
Aglais urticae and Peacock Inachis io. Generally, it was a better year than the 
couple of years previous to it. It was most encouraging to see that numbers were 
up on most of the Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne sites in spring, and 
2009 was the first year since monitoring began (2002) that one of the sites was in 
a ‘favourable conservation status’, for both numbers of adults and habitat 
(Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust and CCW). Conservation management for Pearl-
bordered Fritillary continues, albeit on a tighter budget. A total of 31 butterfly 
species were recorded in Montgomeryshire last year (compared to 28 in 2008 and 
27 in 2007), of which 8 are listed as UK BAP priority species. These were; Dingy 
Skipper Erynnis tages, Grayling Hipparchia semele, Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus 
malvae, Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne, Small Heath Coenonympha 
pamphilus, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene, Wall Lasiommata 
megera and White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album. If you only get to spend 
one day in Montgomeryshire this year, then go to Llanymynech Rocks wildlife 
trust reserve because you can see pretty much all of them there alone.  On the 
BAP side of things, we had two new sites for Grayling, both at quarries, a new site 
for Dingy Skipper (again at a quarry). The first confirmed record of White-letter 
Hairstreak Satyrium w-album in the “SH” part of Montgomeryshire was also 
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pleasing. Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia was re-found at the Dyfi Forest, 
near Corris, after going unrecorded since 2001, other than a 1982 record from 
Lake Vyrnwy, this the only known location that I am aware of in north-west 
Montgomeryshire (SH). On the flip-side, it has now been over 5 years since the 
High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe were last seen at Dolanog. And, to note, 
this was one of only 2 sites where Pearl-bordered numbers were lower than 2008. 
A lack of violets has always been a problem here, but this can’t be the only factor. 
One species that seemed to turn up literally anywhere was Painted Lady Vanessa 
cardui. The mass-migration consequently led to the most records of the species in 
Montgomeryshire since 1996. Driving from Newtown to Machynlleth on the 29th 
May it seemed like literally every mile or so a Painted Lady flew across the road, 
south to north. At least 50 individuals were on one flowering cotoneaster hedge in 
a garden in Machynlleth. The proud owner proclaimed that his hedge would be in 
the national news! It wasn’t, but it was quite impressive. The Monts butterfly year 
ended with records of Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria and Red Admiral Vanessa 
atalanta in the last week of October, but nothing after that. Looking forward to 
spring. 
 
 
  
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above left-the distribution of butterfly records in Montgomeryshire in the past 5 
years(2004-2009). 
Above right-the recorded distribution of BAP priority species in the county in the 
last 2 years(2008 and 2009).The colours represent the number of BAP 
species,with the numbers in brackets being the total of 1km squares in the 
county. 
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A new editor is wanted for the newsletter from the spring of 
2011 . 
Experience of Microsoft Word is needed but the pres ent editor 
is willing to help initially. Please contact the pr esent editor for 
details(see back page).  
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County Butterfly and Moth Recorders  
If you would like to send records by e-mail please use the recorders’ e-mail if shown, or 
info@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk Butterfly recording forms can also be printed off from the website 
www.northwalesbutterflies.org.uk or can be sent to you by post from any of the Recorders 
Moth Recorders  Butterfly Recorders  Committee Contacts  
Mont gomeryshire VC47  
Peter Williams 
"Pandy", Commins Coch 
Machynlleth 
Powys SY20 BLG 
01650  511583 
peterwilliams526@btinternet.com 

Montgomeryshire VC47  
Alastair Hotchkiss 
First floor, Ladywell House 
Park St,Newtown, Powys 
SY 16 1 RD 
016866 13400 

Chairman 

Illija Vukomanovic 
 
 

Merionethshire VC48  
Andrew Graham 
Trawscoed 
Llanuwchllyn, Bala 
Gwynedd LL23 7TD 
01678 540370 
Transects@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk 

Merionethshire VC48  
Andrew Graham 
See left 
 

Secretary  
Julian Thompson 
Jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com 
 
 

Caernarfonshire VC49  
Julian Thompson, 
Pensychnant Conservation 
Centre, Sychnant Pass, Conwy LL32 
8BJ   
01492  592595 
jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com 
 
 

Caernarfonshire VC49  
David Thorpe 
3 Brynteg, Clwt y Bont 
Gwynedd LL55 3DT 
01286 871982 
david.thorpe@environment-
agency. 
wales.gov.uk 
 

Treasurer  
Bob Lee 
15 Newton Drive , Buckley 
Flintshire CH7 3EB 
01244 550993  
 
 

Denbighshire VC50  
Bryan Formstone(micros) 
15 Beech Avenue 
Gresford 
Wrexham LL12 8EL 
01978  855174 
bryanformstone@dsl.pipex.com 
Justin Williams(macros) 
07762 105439 
 

Denbighshire VC50  
David Hinde, 
28 Fender 
Way,Pensby,Wirral CH61 
9NR  
0151 648 3887 
member@ 
dhinde.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Conservation Offi cer 
David Thorpe(butterflies) 
See above left or 
david.thorpe@environment-
agency. 
wales.gov.uk 
 

Flintshire VC51  
David Bennett 
Arosfa, 
Rhes y Cae, 
Flintshire CH8 8JG 
01352 780787 
davetreebennett@aol.com 
 

Flintshire VC51  
David Hinde, 
See above 

Education,webs ite,publicity,  
events 
Jan Miller, Saith Ffynnon Farm, 
Whitford, 
Holywell CH8 9EQ, 
Flintshire. 
01352 711198 e-mail; 
info@northwalesbutterflies.org.uk 
 

Anglesey VC52  
John Harold 
Hen Ardd,Carreg y Garth 
Rhiwlas,Bangor 
Gwynedd LL57 4HD 
jhmoths@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Anglesey VC52  
David Thorpe 
See above for VC49 

Newsletter Editor  
Dr.Helen Bantock 
101 Crouch Hill 
 London N8 9RD 
 020 8340 5667 
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